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An Interview with

Mr. Fai H. Chan

of Keng Fong Sin Kee

By Tian Fung, Journalist of

[ China Industry and Commerce ]

| happened to meet Mr. Fai H. Chan, one of the directors of
Keng Fong Sin Kee Construction & Investment Co. Ltd., at a
seminar sponsored by Hong Kong Overseas Chinese General Associa-
tion. Later contacts lead to a decision made by the Editorial of
China Industry & Commerce to arrange an interview with Mr. Chan.
The main reasons were : firstly, Keng Fong Sin Kee is a listed
company in Hong Kong, and, secondly, the Company has already
expanded into China and made considerable investment there.

Mr. Chan is a Hong Kong-born Chinese. Of course, he is of
British Nationality. In 1982, he emigrated to Canada, however, as
an individual of Chinese descent, he had a strong patriotic feeling
towards China.

He was born in 1944 — on the eve of Hong Kong’s being
recovered from the Japanese occupation. He grew up there in an
enviconment of arduous postwar reconstruction which steeled him
against adversity.

When he was sixteen years old, he left Hong Kong for Europe
where he learned German and French in Switzerland, then studied
trade and commerce in Britain, but in his particular way : linking
with the “Social University”'.

Hong Keng — U.S. A.

In early seventies he returned to Hong Kong and started his
activities in investments and securities. Based on what he had
learned in his “Social University”’, he distinguished himself success-
fully in his job.

Having established himself in the securities circles, Mr. Chan
began to feel quite puzzled when facing the closing-in ¢ Ninety
Seven ' barrier. His wife Y.K. Kong, a very capable assistant in his
business, expressed her worries concerning the future. On her
earnest advice, he decided to leave Hong Kong.

They departed for Canada as immigrants in 1982. In 1986, Mr.
Chan made an important decision : the acquisition of the American
Pacific Bank, a bank on the verge of bankruptcy.

Based on his deep insight into the crux of the problem, he
managed to eliminate all bad debts of the Bank within two years
only — a miracle that made the Americans greatly astonished!

In 1992, Mr. Chan gave his prediction in an American business
newspaper : ‘It I’'m provenright, you will see 10 years down the
road, China will be — if not the bigest — the second biggest
importer American products.”

Half a year later, in March 1993, Mr. and Mrs. Chan returned

American Pacific Bank's
Portland office located in the
central business district.

to their hometown again.
Back to Hong Kong

Mr. Chan’s fresh start in Hong Kong did’nt mean that he had
relinguished the business of the American Pacific Bank which was
regarded as such a great success. Now the “Ninety Seven’’ issue is no
more a barrier at all for him. The experience of life overseas has
aroused the sense of-responsibility to the fatherland, though he is
of British nationality.

He become a executive director of Keng Fong Sin Kee Con-
struction & Investment Co. Ltd. One year later, in cooperation with
the authorities of Yichang City, Hubei Province, he established a
joint venture called Yichang Keng Fong Monkey King Investment
Co. Ltd. On the other hand, in Hong Kong, the Hong Kong Monkey
King Keng Fong Investment Co. Ltd. Was jointly founded by Mr.
Chan and Yichang Monkey King Group. Hence, similar companies
have been established in Ma’anshan City of Anhui Province and
Cangzhou City of Hubei Province, with their activities focusing on
industrial investment projects.

It reads in a Company brochure introducing its activities and
prospects as follows “The Board of Directors is very much
optimistic about the future of the Group, particularly due to the
great potentialities revealed in our project research for joint
development of business along with the Monkey King Group and
participation in China’s real estate development at an opportune
moment.”’

Conclusion

Mr. Chan emphasizes once again that the only purpose of his
rushing about the inland cities is to contribute his share to ‘‘develop
China”. Overseas Chinese are all yearning for the fatherland. This is
in striking contrast with russians in the west who would not, even
“Opportunity”’, as Deng Xiao Ping said.

However, Mr. Chan deeply regret that having been living
overseas for such a long time, both his sons are now deficient in
Chinese traditional endowment and character. But the writer
believes that this will change for the better before long when the
goal of the Four Modernizations is achieved. China will be strong
enough and the Chinese Culture will exert profound influences on
the young generations of overseas Chinese.
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